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MEMORITER POEMS
5 MARKS COMPULSORY QUESTION

Life
             - Henry Van Dyke

Let me but live my life from year to year, 
With forward face and unreluctant soul; 
Not hurrying to, nor turning from the goal; 
Not mourning for the things that disappear 
In the dim past, nor holding back in fear
From what the future veils; but with a whole 
And happy heart, that pays its toll
To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.

So let the way wind up the hill or down,
O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy:
Still seeking what I sought when but a boy,
New friendship, high adventure, and a crown,
My heart will keep the courage of the quest,
And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

I am Every Woman
                    - Rakhi Nariani Shirke

A woman is beauty innate,
A symbol of power and strength.
She puts her life at stake,
She’s real, she’s not fake!

The summer of life she’s ready to see in spring.
She says, “Spring will come again, my dear.
Let me care for the ones who’re near.”
She’s The Woman – she has no fear!

Strong is she in her faith and beliefs.
“Persistence is the key to everything,” says she. 
Despite the sighs and groans and moans,
She’s strong in her faith, firm in her belief!

She’s a lioness; don’t mess with her.
She’ll not spare you if you’re a prankster.
Don’t ever try to saw her pride, her self-respect.
She knows how to thaw you, saw you – so beware!

She’s today’s woman. Today’s woman, dear. 
Love her, respect her, keep her near...

(PTA-2)

(PTA-4)
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1
Unit

His First Flight
  - Liam O’Flaherty

PROSE

Liam O’Flaherty (1896 - 1984) is an Irish novelist and short-story 
writer. He is a major figure of the Irish Renaissance. He was a 

founding member of the Communist Party of Ireland. Some of his best 
short stories were written in Irish. His autobiography, Shame the Devil, 
was published in 1934. His novel The Informer was made into a film. His 
First Flight and The Sniper are regarded as some of his best short stories. 
Collections of his short stories and letters were republished after his death. 
He is regarded as a strong voice for Irish nature and its culture.

 “His first flight” is an interesting story of a young seagull who was afraid of flying.
 He did not have confidence. He was full of pessimism.
 His parents, brothers and sister encouraged, scolded, tempted and taunted him to make his first flight.
 But he did not have enough courage to fly.
 He was left alone for twenty four hours, and he ate nothing. 
 He was extremely hungry. He begged his mother for food.
 She picked up a piece of fish and flew across him. The sight of food maddened him. He dived.
 He cried and screamed. His wings opened up automatically. He flapped his wings.
 His family joined him in his first flight and praised him for his efforts. 
 They offered him scraps of dogfish.

KEY POINTS

Summary
‘His first flight’ by Liam O’ Flaherty is a true parable about overcoming fears in life. Every journey of 

a thousand miles begins with a single step. But that single step is the most difficult one to make. When we 
conquer the fear and venture forth, we will realize that we are born with wings.

A young seagull looked desperately at the vast expanse of water that stretched before him. His parents, 
brothers and little sister had flown away. They left him along on the rock. There was no food and he was hungry. 
He could not fly. Many times, he had tried to run forward to the brink of the ledge and flap his wings. But he 
was afraid that his wings would not support him. His parents made countless efforts to make him fly. Yet they 
could not persuade him, to make an attempt to fly. He was starving and felt that he would die, if he did not get 
any food. He saw his mother tearing a piece of fish with her beak. When he cried out to her, she just screamed 
back. Then he saw his mother approaching him with food and was very happy. But she stopped at a distance. 
He was very hungry. So he dived at the fish. His mother flew upward and he started falling. He was terrified for 
a moment, but then he realized that he was flying. In this way, he made his ‘first flight’. His parents and sister 
praised him. He was offered scraps of dogfish. 
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IT - 1

2. Mobile Galaxy – Smart phones – accessories – SIM cards – Recharge – Free Power banks on Mobile 
purchase – No.1, Toll gate, Trichy
Ans  

MOBILE GALAXY

Smart	Phones	

	Accessories
	Sim Cards
	Recharge

 Mobile : 9780072351
Contact : No. 1, Toll Gate, Trichy 9785062452

Free Power Banks on Mobile Purchase

30% Discount Offer

Report Writing
J.	 Write	a	report	of	the	following	events	in	about	100-120	words.

1. ‘Educational Development Day’ was organized in your school on 15th July. The District Collector 
was the Chief Guest of the event. As part of the event, many competitions were held and the prizes 
were distributed to the winners and participants. It was a grand and successful event. Now, as the 
member of the organizing committee, write a report on the event in about 120 words.
Ans     Educational Development Day

                by Ravi Tej
 Ratna Matriculation Higher Secondary organized the Educational Development Day on  

15th July 2018. The event was to inculcate the skills of writing, reading, listening and speaking 
in the students. Approximately 500 students participated in this Programme. The programme 
began with a prayer song sung by the school choir. After this, the Headmaster delivered 
the welcome speech. This programme was inaugurated by the Chief Guest Mrs. Malini 
Ramesh, the District Collector. Many competitions were held for the students in three levels   
– Sub. Junior, Junior and Senior levels. In each level, there were various competitions like 
recitation, elocution, slogan reading and some listening activities. Many students took part 
in all these competitions with enthusiasm and a winning spirit. At the end of the programme, 
prizes were distributed to the winners and participants. They were given valuable books and 
certificates. The Chief Guest praised all the winners and participants for their wonderful 
performance. The event ended with the National Anthem. It was a grand and successful event.

2. You are the School Pupil Leader. You have been asked to write a report on the Inaugural Ceremony 
of English Literary Association of your school which was held recently. Write a report on the same 
in not more than 120 words.
Ans    Inaugural Ceremony of English Literary Association

                   by Karen Raj (School Pupil Leader)
 Christ Matriculation School organized the inaugural ceremony of English Literary Association 

on 22nd February 2019. The event was to create a better learning atmosphere in our school 
and to make the students overcome their fear, when they perform in front of the audience.  
The Chief Guest was our Headmaster Mr. Rahul Pandey. The programme began with an 
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1
Unit The Tempest

- An Extract from Charles Lamb’s Tales From Shakespeare

SUPPLEMENTARY

William Shakespeare (1564 –1616) is an English poet, playwright 
and actor. He is regarded as the greatest writer in the English 

language and the world’s greatest dramatist of all time. He is often 
called ‘England’s National Poet’ and ‘Bard of Avon’. His works consist of 
approximately 37 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems. 

Main Characters 

Prospero An old man
 Rightful Duke of Milan
 Miranda’s father
 Antonio’s brother

Miranda Beautiful young lady
 Prospero’s daughter

Sycorax A witch
 Caliban’s mother

Ariel Chief of gentle spirits

Caliban Ugly monster
 Son of Sycorax

King of Naples Prospero’s enemy
 Father of Ferdinand

Ferdinand Prince of Naples
Gonzalo Kind lord of Prospero’s court

 Prospero and his daughter Miranda came to an island and lived in a cave.
 A witch, Sycorax, imprisoned many good spirits in the bodies of large trees.
 Prospero released these gentle spirits using his magical powers.
 Ariel was the chief of these gentle spirits. 
 Prospero raised a violent storm in the sea to wreck the ship of his enemies.
 He ordered Ariel to torment the inmates of the ship.
 Ariel was instructed to bring Ferdinand, the prince of Naples to his cave.
 Ferdinand was the second human whom Miranda had seen on the island, after her father.
 Prospero wanted to test Ferdinand and gave a severe task to perform.
 Miranda was attracted by Ferdinand and had more concern towards him.
 The King of Naples and Antonio, repented the injustice they had done to Prospero.
 Prospero forgave them and restored his dukedom, Milan.

KEY POINTS
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Ans   iii, v, ii, iv, i 
 iii) Prospero had enjoined Ferdinand the task merely as a trial of his love.
 v) He was not at his books, as his daughter supposed.
 ii) He was standing by them invisible, to overhear what they said.
 iv) Ferdinand inquired her name, which she told.
 i) Ferdinand told Miranda he was heir to the crown of Naples.

READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONGEQ

Read the passage and answer the questions :
1.  There was an island in the sea, the only inhabitants of which were an old man, named Prospero, and his 

daughter Miranda, a very beautiful young lady. She came to this island so young, that she had no memory 
of having seen any other human face than her father’s. They lived in a cave made out of a rock; it was 
divided into several apartments, one of which Prospero called his study; there he kept his books, which 
chiefly treated of magic. By virtue of his art, he had released many good spirits from a witch called. Sycorax 
who had them imprisoned in the bodies of large trees. These gentle spirits were ever after obedient to the 
will of Prospero. (HY. 19)
(a) Who were the only inhabitants of the island?
 Ans  Prospero and Miranda were the inhabitants of the island.
(b) Where did they live?
 Ans  They lived in a cave made out of rock.
(c) What is the name of the witch?
 Ans  Sycorax.
(d) How had Prospero helped the gentle spirits?
 Ans  Prospero released the gentle spirits from the bodies of large trees.
(e) What had the witch done to the spirits?
 Ans  The witch had imprisioned the good spirits in the bodies of large trees.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Read the passage and answer the questions :
1.  They lived in a cave made out of a rock; it was divided into several apartments, one of which Prospero 

called his study; there he kept his books, which chiefly treated of magic. By virtue of his art, he had 
released many good spirits from a witch called Sycorax who had them imprisoned in the bodies of large 
trees. These gentle spirits were ever after obedient to the will of Prospero. Of these Ariel was the chief.
(a) Where did they live?
 Ans  They lived in a cave made out of a rock.
(b) How was it divided?
 Ans  It was divided into several apartments.
(c) What did Prospero keep in one of his apartments?
 Ans  He kept his books which chiefly treated of magic.
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Speaking

G.		 Use	 this	 passage	 to	 play	 the	 game.	 You	 can	 collect	 information	 on	 other	 famous	
personalities	and	play	too.

	Passage	on	Charlie	Chaplin	

Sample questions to be asked by one group; “Yes (or) No” Answers to be given by the other group. 

1. Are you a male? 6. Are you alive now?
2. Are you a famous personality? 7. Does your name start with ‘C’?
3. Are you an actor? 8. Is he popular and successful?
4. Are you a historical figure? 9. Did he perform in the movie ‘ The Kid’?
5. Are you young?

Reading
H.	 Read	the	incident	again	and	answer	the	following	questions.

1. What was the writer always asked to do whenever he planned to go abroad?
Ans  The writer was always asked to get something for anyone who sees him travelling.

2. What did Gilson want the writer to bring for him?
Ans  Gilson wanted the writer to bring a tie for him.

3. When did the writer remember the fact that he had to buy something for Mr. Gilson?
Ans  On Tuesday morning, when the writer saw the airport bus waiting outside the hotel, he 

remembered the tie.

4. Why were the other passengers in the flight gazing at the writer?
Ans  The other passengers in the flight were gazing at the writer because departure had been delayed 

because of him.

5. What is the humour element in the above incident?
Ans  The humour element in the above incident is that after all the trouble taken by the writer to 

buy a tie, he leaves the pocket of ties behind in the taxi.

I.		 Suggesting	titles:

1. Title summarises the story. Each paragraph is a part of the story. Look at the following expressions 
and find out the paragraphs that best suit these expressions.

1. Oh, No! But it happens!
Ans  “At least I hope you found your tie”, said one who knew the story.

“ I did”, I answered triumphantly.
After making myself comfortable, I reached for the paper bag to show the ties.
I had left it behind; in the taxi.
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2
Unit The Grumble Family

- Lucy Maud Montgomery

POEM

Lucy Maud Montgomery (1874 - 1942) is a Canadian author who is 
remembered for her famous novel ‘Anne of Green Gables’. She has 

published 20 novels as well as 530 short stories, 500 poems and 30 essays. 
All these works are highly appreciated by the book lovers and critics.  
She is the first woman in Canada, to be named as a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts in England. She was made an officer of the Order of the 
British Empire in 1935. In 1943, the Government of Canada designated 
her as the Person of National Historic Significance, Posthumously.

 This is a humorous poem about a grumble family. 

 This Grumble Family always complains about silly matters. 

 They live in the street of complaining, in the city of ‘Never-Are-Satisfied, beside the river of Discontent’. 

 They always find wrong in everything and everywhere. 

 All of their comments are negative and critical.

 Their focus is only on the bad. 

 Their first instinct is to find something to complain and murmur about people.

 Thus we should learn to walk with a smile and a song. 

 We should never be a complainer, but always try our best to be an optimist who sees the good in everything.

KEY POINTS

Summary

 This is a humorous poem about a grumble family. This grumble family always complain about silly 
matters. They live in the street of complaining, in the city of ‘ Never-Are-Satisfied, beside the river of Discontent’. 
They always find wrong in everything and every where. They are always known by the name of Grumble. All of 
their comments are negative and critical and their focus is only on the bad. If they see the sun shining, they will 
complain that it is too hot. If they see the snow falling, they will complain that it is too cold. Their first instinct 
is to find something to complain and murmur about People, who stay in their house for a long time. Thus we 
should learn to walk with a smile and a song. We should never be a complainer, but always try our best to be an 
optimist who sees the good in everything.
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GLOSSARY

aboriginal (adj.) -  native, local
absolute - complete
chamber - hall
commotions - confusions
coyote (n) - a wolf like wild dog native to North America.
crinkly (adj.) - wrinkly
curdling - clotting
dab - pat
deafeningly - ear-shatteringly
fringed (v) -  bordered
grumpiness (adj.) - bad tempered
multilingual - using more than one language
plumage (n) - a bird’s feather collectively
sarcasm (n) -  use of irony to mock or convey contempt
slithers - moves smoothly over a surface with a twisting motion.
sludgiest (adj.) -  wet mud
smack - slap
snorted - made a sudden explosive sound
solemn - majestic
squirt (n) - spray
sternly - strictly
streaks (n) - line, strap
sulkily - angrily
tantrum (n) - outburst, flare-up
tottered - jogged
unraveling  - unwinding

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS

A. Identify the speaker / character.
1.  Even though I clearly said no! [Ans:  Dr. Krishnan ]

2.  The one that spits deadly poison straight into its opponent’s eyes. [Ans:  Maya ]

3.  Remember the tiny penknife he gave me last year.                      (QY. 19) [Ans:  Maya ]

4.  It’s Somu’s thoughtless ways that reduce me to tears. [Ans:  Mrs. Krishnan ]

5.  Come in, Zigzag, come in dear!                                                      (QY. 19) [Ans:  Visu]

B. Read the story again and write how these characters reacted in these situations:
1. You’re both quite mistaken.

Ans  Dr. Krishnan hastened to explain.
 Mrs. Krishnan was horrified on hearing about Zigzag.
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3
Unit Empowered Women  

Navigating the World

PROSE

 Advancement of technology shows the real power of women.
 All women Indian crew travel the world for 254 days in a boat, "INSV Tarini".
 Indian Naval ship Tarini, second sailboat of Indian Navy is located in Goa.
 Taken into service on 18th February 2017.
 Navika Sagar Parikrama project, National policy for women empowerment.
 Six women crew led by Lt. Commander Vartika Joshi. 
 The crew started Voyage on 10th September 2017 from Goa - a historic day.
 Returned Goa Port on 21st May 2018. Six member crew broke record stereo types.
 They faced unpredictable challenges during their expedition. 

KEY POINTS

Summary Summary
The real power of women is currently being projected to the world by the advancement of technology 

and media. Women occupy almost all the major positions in society. At present, their accomplishments are 
tremendous in many fields. One such achievement is ‘All-women Indian Navy crew who travelled all over the 
world for 254 days in a sailboat called “INSV Tarini”.

INSV stands for Indian Naval Ship Vessel. Tara-Tarini is the patron deity for sailors and is worshipped for 
safety and success at sea. This INSV Tarini is the second sailboat of the Indian Navy. It is a 55 feet sailing vessel 
built in India by M/s Aquarius Shipyard Pvt. Ltd, located in Goa. It was taken into service by the Indian Navy on 
18th February 2017. Navika Sagar Parikrama was a project undertaken in agreement with the National policy 
to empower women to attire their full potential. The voyage was aimed to showcase “Make in India” initiative 
by sailing on board built INSV Tarini. The Indian Navy had a six women crew. Lt. Commander Vartika Joshi 
was the Captain of the crew. The all-women team included Lt. Cdr. Pratibh Jamwal, Lt. Cdr. Swathi Patarapalli,  
Lt. Aishwarya Boddapati, Lt. Sh. Vijaya Devi and Lt. Payal Gupta.

The crew started their voyage on 10th September 2017 from Goa, flagged off by the Defence Minister of 
India. It was a historic day and it covered the expedition in five legs with stop-overs at four ports. They went 
around the globe in 254 days and returned Goa port on 21st May 2018. These six members of women crew broke 
many stereotypes during their record-setting sail. This crew had shared their experiences about their great 
voyage in an interview. We really come to know their difficulties and unpredictable challenges they have faced 
all through their expeditions in this interview.
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SE

Vocabulary
D.  Pick out the idioms and phrases from the box and write them in the blanks equivalent to 

their meaning. One is done for you.

 
bring it on find one’s voice lend an ear come across on the ball
get along hang on over the moon work out sharp as a tack

IDIOMS PHRASES

1. Competent - on the ball 1. to meet or find by chance - come across

2. Become more confident in expressing 
oneself - find one’s voice

2. to exercise - work out

3. Extremely happy - over the moon 3. To accept a challenge with confidence - bring it on

4. Mentally agile - sharp as a tack 4. To have a friendly relationship - get along

5. Listen - lend an ear 5. To keep something - hang on

E.  Read the given sentences carefully and fill in with appropriate phrasal verbs. Choose 
them from the help box.

 get along with take off shut down  look after warm up

1. The air hostess instructed the passengers to wear the seat belts during the _____. [Ans:  take off ]
2. Venkat felt happy to __________ the neighbours in the new locality. [Ans:  get along with ]
3. There will be a __________ next week in the office. [Ans:  shut down ]
4. Doing __________ every day in the morning keeps one healthy. [Ans:  warm up ]
5. The mother instructed the maid to __________ the child carefully. [Ans:  look after ]

F.  Read the given passage carefully and fill in the blanks with suitable phrasal verbs from 
the help box.

burn off keep up build up
tire out warms up put on

work out stretch out

Riya is a young dancer who feels contented and satisfied with herself. Let’s hear from her. 
Hi, everyone! I am Riya. I suppose I’m really lucky because I don’t (1) __________ weight easily.  

I never (2) __________  in the gym and the only time I (3) __________   is when I need something from 
the top shelf. I tried aerobics several times but I couldn’t (4) __________  with the others. I take my pet 
for a walk thrice a day though, and that helps to (5) __________  the calories. I usually watch what I eat 
but I sometimes binge on ice cream. 

My sister Diya, is a real fitness fanatic. Before she works out she  (6) __________  every day 
with push ups, sit ups, stretches and a jog around the park. She says it’s important to (7) __________  
good levels of strength and stamina. I don’t want to overdo it though. A fitness regime like hers would  
(8) __________ (me) (9)__________!
Ans

(1)  put on  (2) work out (3) stretch out (4) keep up (5) burn off 
(6) warms up (7) build up (8) tire  (9) out
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3
Unit I am Every Woman

- Rakhi Nariani Shirke

POEM

Rakhi Nariani Shirke was a teacher who worked in Ryan International 
School, Kharghar. She has a passion for writing poems as a 

medium of self-expression. She is a post graduate with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Education. At present, she lives in New Mumbai. 

 Every woman is naturally beautiful.
 She is a symbol of power and strength. 
 She is very optimistic in her approach even at times of adversity.
 She finds a ray of hope.
 She continues to care for her dear ones. 
 She has no fear.
 She is strong in her faith and beliefs.
 She never quits and is always persistent.
 She is a lioness. So a mischievous person should stay away from her.
 She is today’s woman. Love her, respect her and keep her dignified.

KEY POINTS

Summary

 The poem is about the wonderful qualities of women. It talks about the multifaceted nature of women. 
Today's women are empowered, brave, strong and resolute. They are always ready to take up new ventures.  
They are persistent and work tirelessly to prove what they are capable of. Women have to be treated respectfully 
for the growth of a nation.

The poet says that every woman is naturally beautiful. She is the symbol of power and strength.  
She is optimistic in her approach even at times of adversity. She is never a quitter and she is always persistent.  
She continues to care for her near and dear ones. She has no fear of anything. She is forceful in her faiths and 
beliefs. We should never try to bring disgrace to her pride and self-respect. She is today's woman. So, we have 
to love her, respect her and keep her dignified. 
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     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONGEQ

Write a paragraph of about 150 words by developing the following hints.
1. Chinese emperor- one member-family – join army- Mulan- teen girl- trained in Kung Fu-joinsdisguise- 

boy- wins battles- General- sick- doctor -reveals identity- emperor forgives- re-unites family- six horses 
and swords. (QY. 19)
Ans  Many years ago, China was in the middle of a great war. The Emperor announced that one man 

from each family must join the army. Mulan was a teenage girl. Her father trained her in Kung Fu. 
She dressed herself as a man and joined the army as her father was old and her brother was a child. 
In the army, she proved to be a brave soldier and won battles. She became the General of the army. 
One day, a bad fever swept the army. Mulan was also affected by this fever and fell sick. When the 
doctor examined her, he revealed her identity that she was a woman. The soldiers became angry 
and shouted that she should be punished. Just then, a battle came. With a good plan, she won the 
battle. The Emperor was so glad. He forgave her. He also set aside the rule in the army about being 
a woman. He gifted her with six horses and six swords. Mulan returned to her village and reunited 
with her family.

2. Years ago - China - emperor - ordered - one from - family - join army - Mulan - father - very old - 
Mulan wishes - to join army - Kung fu - art - leaves - village - fights - bravely - raised - to top position 
- fever - war camp - Mulan affected - Doctor examines - finds - the truth - Mulan girl - soldiers objects 
- leadership - Mulan ignores - comments - fights bravely - wins war for China - Emperor pleased - royal 
gifts - Mulan returns back - village - happy. (HY. 19)

(OR)
 China faces - great war - king commands men from - every house - take part - war - Mulan father weak 

- Mulan - wears - armour - sword - goes for war-disguised man - fights bravely - promotes chief - king 
happy - fever sweeps - war camp - Mulan affected-fever - Doctor finds - Mulan woman - soldiers - resent 
to the fact - Mulan doesn’t mind - fights - wins war for China - King rewards her - offers position at 
palace - Mulan rejects - goes back - village - royal gifts - people happy - Mulan. (PTA 1 & 3)

(OR)
 Mulan - brave warrior - saved China - put in charge of all warriors - doctor - finds her - girl - soldiers 

revoke - Mulan won another battle - emperor glad - gave her prizes. (PTA 5)
(OR)

 Many years ago - China - the emperor ordered - one man from - family - join army - Mulan heard - 
told father - she join army - father objected - she is a girl - Mulan - wore - fathers robes cuts her hair - 
convinced father - she has learnt - Kung fu - no one will find - she is a girl. Mulan left - village - fought 
bravely - war - given top - position - very soon - fever swept - the army - Mulan - sick - doctor examines 
- finds the truth - spreads the news in the army - everyone objects - to follow a girl leader - Mulan stood 
tall - gave command - soldiers - followed her - attacked enemies - won the battle - Emperor glad - offered 
Mulan positions - court - Mulan refused - went back - village - royal - gifts. (Govt. MQP)

Ans  Many years ago, In China, the Emperor ordered that one man from each family must join the 
army. Mulan heard it and told her father. She wanted to join the army. Her father objected to 
it as she was a girl. She wore her father’s robes and cut her hair. She convinced him. Earlier 
she had learnt Kung Fu from him. She told that no one would find her as a girl. She left the 
village and joined the army. She fought bravely in the war. She became the General of the army.  
Very soon, a fever swept the army. Mulan fell sick. When the doctor examined her, he found the 
truth and spread the news in the army. Everyone objected to following a girl leader. Just then, a 
battle came. With a good plan, she commanded the soldiers. They followed her and attacked their 
enemies and won the battle. The Emperor was glad. He offered her a position of a Royal Adviser 
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4
Unit The Attic

- Satyajit Ray

PROSE

Satyajit Ray was born in Kolkata on 2nd May 1921. He is an Indian film-
maker, screen-writer, writer, graphic artist, music composer and 

author. He authored several short stories and novels, especially for 
young children and teenagers. His first movie ‘Pather Panchali’ (1955) 
won several international awards. Its success set Ray as a world-class  
director. He received many awards including 32 national film awards 
by the Government of India. He received ‘Padma Bhushan’ in 1965 and 
the highest civilian honour ‘Bharath Ratna’, just before his death. He died 
on 23rd April 1992.

 The narrator and Aditya were returning from the site of their new factory at Deodarganj.
 On the way to Calcutta, they decided to go to Bramhapur, Aditya’s native place after 29 years.
 Aditya’s father left the ancestral home and moved to Calcutta to set up his own business there.
 After his father’s death, Aditya was looking after it. The narrator was his friend and business partner.
 They reached Nagen Uncle’s Tea shop, where they saw a man called Sanyal.
 Sasanka Sanyal led a cursed life. He sold his lands to get his only daughter married,  and he lost his wife 

and only son last year. He stayed with his father’s friend Jogesh Kabiraj. He was very poor that he could 
not buy spectacles.

 Aditya went to his ruined, ancestral house, with the narrator.
 He went to the attic and searched for a silver medal, which is an antique.
 After getting it, they went to a jeweller’s shop to find out the weight of it.
 Then they went to meet Sanyal.
 Sanyal told Aditya that when they were studying in the school, Sanyal got the medal as a prize. But Aditya 

could not bear it, and he took it from Sanyal to show his father, but he never returned it to him.
 Now, after 29 years, Aditya gave Sanyal `150 as the price of the medal.
 But Sanyal refused to accept the money.
 Then Aditya gave the medal to Sanyal. 
 On the medal was engraved “Sriman Sasanka Sanyal – Special Prize for Recitation – 1948”.

KEY POINTS
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5. The _______ of the President has been expected for the last half an hour. (arrive) [Ans:  arrival ]
6. The man behaved __________ in front of the crowd. (normal) [Ans:  normally ]
7. Swathy had no __________ of visiting the doctor. (intend) [Ans:  intention ]
8. The bacteria are so small that you need a __________ to see them. (scope) [Ans:  microscope ]

Conjunctions	And	Their	Functions

A.	 Complete	the	sentences	given	below	choosing	the	right	connectors	given	in	brackets.
1. Call me _________ you need money. (so that, in order that, in case) [Ans: in case]
2. I forgot _________ I had to meet the Principal. (whether, that, if) [Ans: that]
3. _______ he is ninety years old, he is in the pink of health. (when, since, though) [Ans: Though]
4. It is raining. Take an umbrella _________ you will get drenched. (or else, and, but)       [Ans: or else]
5. They faced many hardships _________ they are always cheerful. (although, nevertheless, otherwise)

[Ans: nevertheless]

B.	 Fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	connector	that	goes	with	the	underlined	words.
1. Both the minister _________ the officers visited the affected areas. [Ans: and]
2. Jaya teaches not only English _________ Science. [Ans: but also]
3. Either Raghu _________ Bala will have to buy vegetables from the market. [Ans: or]
4. No sooner did I enter the house _________ it started drizzling. [Ans: than]

C.	 Combine	the	pairs	of	sentences	using	appropriate	connectors.
1. We came late. We did not miss the train.

Ans  Although we came late, we did not miss the train.

2. They checked the packet twice. Then they sealed it.
Ans  After they checked the packet twice, they sealed it.

3. Sita saw a snake. At once she ran away.
Ans  As soon as Sita saw a snake, she ran away.

4. Robert completed the project. He submitted it to the teacher.
Ans  When Robert completed the project, he submitted it to the teacher.

5. Yusuf was running high temperature. He could not take part in the competition.
Ans  Since Yusuf was running high temperature, he could not take part in the competition.

D.	 Tick	the	correct	linker.
1. _________ he was honest, he was punished. Though  but 

2. Walk carefully _________ you will fall down. unless   otherwise 

3. My mother called me _________ I was playing football. or   while 

4. My salary is low _______ I find the work interesting. nevertheless  similarly 

5. The passengers rushed to board the bus ______ it arrived. as soon as  as long as 
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(b) Why is the cricket sad?
Ans  The cricket is sad because there was nothing found to eat or shelter to rest.

2. Says the ant to the cricket, “I’m your servant and friend,
 But we ants never borrow; we ants never lend.

(a) What does the ant say to the cricket?
Ans  The ant says that it is his servant and friend.

(b) What rule do the ants follow?
Ans  They never lend or borrow.

3. But tell me, dear cricket,
 Did you lay anything by 
 When the weather was warm?”

(a) What did the ant ask the cricket?
Ans  The ant questioned the cricket whether it laid anything aside when the weather was warm.

(b) Which season is specified here?
Ans  Summer season is specified here.

4. “ You sang, Sir, you say?
 Go then”, says the ant, “and dance the winter away”.

(a) To whom does the ant say this?
Ans  The ant says this to the cricket.

(b) What does this mean, “and dance the counter away?”
Ans  Dance and sing once again all throughout the winter season.

(c) Was the ant angry with the cricket?
Ans  Yes, the ant was angry with the cricket.

POETIC DEVICES

     QUESTIONS & ANSWERSPTA

1. A silly young cricket, accustomed to sing
 Through the warm, sunny months of gay summer and spring,
 Began to complain when he found that, at home,
 His cupboard was empty, and winter was come.

(a)  Pick out the rhyming words in the above lines. (2) (PTA-1)
Ans  The rhyming words : sing - spring.

(b)  Write the rhyme scheme of the given stanza. (1) (PTA-1)
Ans  The rhyming scheme : ‘a a b c’.

(c)  Identify the figure of speech employed in the first line of the given stanza. (1) (PTA-1)
Ans  The figure of speech : Personification.

(d)  Pick out the alliterating words in the second line. (1) (PTA-1)
Ans  The alliterating words : sunny - summer - spring.
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Unit

The Aged Mother
- Matsuo Basho

SUPPLEMENTARY

Matsuo Basho was a 17th century Japanese poet, considered to be 
the greatest master of the ‘Haiku’ - a very short form of poetry.  

In Japan, many of his poems are seen on monuments and traditional 
sites. Basho was introduced to poetry at a young age and he quickly 
became well-known throughout Japan. He was a teacher at first. Later, 
he travelled throughout the country to gain inspiration for his writing. He 
died at the age of 50 on 28th November 1694.

 Main Characters 

The Governor The country Shining

 Cruel leader

Poor farmer loved his mother

Aged mother dropped piles of twigs

 This story is a folktale from Japan.
 The Country Shining was governed by a cruel leader.
 The governor proclaimed an order that all the aged people should be put to death.
 The order filled a poor farmer with great sorrow, as he loved his mother so much.
 He decided to give his mother a kind mode of death.
 So he took his mother to the summit of Obatsuyama and planned to leave her there.
 The loving mother dropped some twigs on the path to serve as a guide on the way back.
 When the son bid farewell to her, she advised to be careful of the dangerous mountain path.
 She told him to follow the piles of twigs for his way back.
 Hearing this, her son’s heart, melted and he cried loudly.
 He changed his decision. He did not want to leave her at the mountain.
 He took his mother back and hid her in his house.
 Time passed. The governor now demanded that his subjects should present him with a rope of ashes.
 Using the clever idea of his mother, the farmer made a rope of ashes.
 The governor pleased with his knowledge, asked him how he got this wisdom.
 When the farmer stated the truth, the governor realized his mistake and abolished the cruel law.

KEY POINTS
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 READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONGEQ

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. 

1.  The country Shining was governed by a despotic leader who though a warrior, had a great and cowardly 
shrinking from anything suggestive of failing health and strength. This caused him to send out a cruel 
proclamation. The entire province was given strict orders to immediately put to death all aged people. 
Those were barbarous days, and the custom of abandoning old people to die was not uncommon. The poor 
farmer loved his aged mother with tender reverence, and the order filled his heart with sorrow. But no one 
ever thought twice about obeying the mandate of the governor, so with many deep and hopeless sighs, the 
youth prepared for what at that time was considered the kindest mode of death. (Govt. MQP)

(a)  Who governed Shining?
Ans  A despotic leader governed Shining.

(b)  What was the cowardly act of the governor?
Ans  The cowardly act of the governor was to shrink from anything.

(c)  What proclamation did the governor send out?
Ans  The governor sent out a proclamation to put to death all the aged people.

(d)  How did the poor farmer treat his mother?
Ans  The poor farmer loved his mother with tender reverence.

(e)  Did the people obey the governor’s order?
Ans  Yes. The people obeyed the governor’s order.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

1.  Just at sundown, when his day’s work was ended, he took a quantity of unwhitened rice which was the 
principal food for the poor, and he cooked, dried it, and tied it in a square cloth, which he swung in a 
bundle around his neck along with a gourd filled with cool, sweet water.

  Then he lifted his helpless old mother to his back and started on his painful journey up the mountain. 
The road was long and steep; the narrow road was crossed and re-crossed by many paths made by the 
hunters and woodcutters. In some place, they lost and confuse, but he gave no heed. One path or another, 
it mattered not. On he went, climbing blindly upward -- ever upward towards the high bare summit of 
what is known as Obatsuyama, the mountain of the “abandoning of the aged”.

(a)  When did he start his journey to the mountain?
Ans  He started his journey at sunset.

(b)  What did he carry for his mother?
Ans  He carried some cooked unwhitened rice and some cool sweet water.

(c)  How was the road on his journey?
Ans  The road was long and steep.
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Tech Bloomers

PROSE

This lesson talks about the use of technology by a normal person and in 
empowering the disabled to do their day to day chores of life – to travel, to 

communicate, to learn, to do business and to live in comfort. Technology impacts 
the environment, people and the society as a whole. The way we use technology 
determines if its impacts are positive to the society or negative.

 This lesson is about the use of technology by a normal person and the disabled to do their day to day routine 
work in life.

 Alisha and David’s life has changed with the use of technology.
 About 2.21 percent of India’s population is disabled.
 They continue to fight with the challenges of access, acceptance and inclusion.
 Alisha has cerebral palsy and she can’t physically type as fast as she thinks.
 After using a piece of technology called Dragon Dictate, she can speak and the words appear on her screen.
 Her teacher motivated her to do her GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education).
 Kim, the Assistive Technologist, introduced her to Dragon Dictate.
 Only then, she had the confidence to do the GCSE.
 21 year old David uses a ‘Liberator Communication Device’, which he controls with his eye movements.
 He has an ‘ACTIV’ controller also in the headrest of his chair. With this, he can control his TV, Blu-ray 

and music players.
 David was born with ‘Athetoid Cerebral Palsy’. He has been using a high tech communication aid since he 

was eight years old.
 He has been interested in AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication). Then he started using 

ECO2 with ECO point, making his selection with a foot switch. 
 He uses his ECO2 to speak in complete sentences with a competent communicator. 
 Thus, Technology makes our life easier and allows the differently abled learners to learn with confidence.

KEY POINTS
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3. “Why do volcanoes erupt?”

 She wondered why...

a.  volcanoes erupt. 

b.  volcanoes had erupted. 

c.  volcanoes erupted. 
d.  did volcanoes erupt? 

4. “Do you know why she is unhappy?”

 He asked me if ..... unhappy

a.  I know why she is 

b.  you know why she was 

c.  did I know why she was 

d.  I knew why she was 

5. “How many photos have you got?”

 He wants to know how many....

a.  photos I had got. 

b.  photos you have got. 

c.  photos had I got? 

d.  photos I have got. 

Warm Up

 
 What do you infer from the above pictures?

Ans  The increased use of technology by the younger generation is apparent.

 Look at the above electronic gadgets. If you were given a chance to remodel a device, in which device 
you would bring in changes and what would be those changes?
Ans  I would like to remodel the gaming device the changed are to insert a hard disc or a memory card 

in it, so that we instal or download more games.
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A day in 2889 of an American Journalist
- Jules Verne

SUPPLEMENTARY

Jules Verne  (1828 - 1905) is a French Novelist, poet and playwright. 
His adventure novels are part of a series. He draws inspiration from 

his own sailing adventures. He is one of the most translated authors 
in the world. He has been called the Father of Science Fiction and 
has had an incalculable influence on the development of science 
fiction writing. More interesting, perhaps, is his place as a prophet 
or predictor of technology which wasn’t to be invented until long after 
his death.  

 Main Characters 

Francis Bennett Managing Editor
Edith Wife of Francis Bennett
Cash Astronomical reporter
Corley Astronomical reporter

 This story takes place in the office of the Managing Editor of the Earth Herald, the world’s largest 
newspaper.

 In this story, the writer visualizes the world, a thousand years later. It is a world of technological advancements. 
 Francis Bennett’s wife has gone to France eight days back. So Francis feels lonely and bored.
 He gets ready without the help of an attendant by switching on a button on the mechanised dressing room.
 He goes to the reporter’s room and enquires about its proceedings.
 He gets the news from one of his astronomers about the new planet ‘Gandini’.
 Then he travels to his accumulator works at Niagara, inspects them and returns to Centropolis by 5’O clock.
 At the waiting room of the Earth Herald, he receives different proposals from the audience. 
 Out of these, two young men’s proposals are brilliant. So he engages them at his office. 
 His wife gives him the news that she is starting from Paris by ‘tube’.
 In these tubes, one travels from Paris to Centropolis in two hundred and ninety-five minutes.
 Finally, he gets tired and touches a button to take a bath.

KEY POINTS
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PARAGRAPH QUESTION & ANSWER - ADDITIONAL

Write a paragraph of about 150 words by developing the following hints.

1. The year 2889, 25th July - Managing Editor of the Earth Herald - World of Technology - Francis Bennett - 
feeling lonely - wife in the telephotic mirror - Francis went - reporter’s room. Earth Herald’s astronomers 
- determined - elements - new planet Gandini. Francis went his accumulation works - Niagara - his 
aero - car. He gets - news - wife is coming - Centropolis - tube - travels - Paris - 295 minutes. He touches 
- button - take bath - went. 
Ans  The year is 2889 and the date is 25th July. The story takes place in the office block of the managing 

editor of the Earth Herald, the world’s largest newspaper. Francis Bennett awoke in a bad temper. 
He saw his wife appear in the telephotic mirror. Francis went to the reporter’s room. One of the 
Earth Herald’s astronomers had just determined the elements of the new planet Gandini. Francis 
then went to his accumulator works at Niagara in his aero-car. He gets the news from his wife 
that she is coming to Centropolis by tube which travels from Paris in two hundred and ninety-five 
minutes. He touches a button to bath taking and goes in. 

2. 25th July 2889 - Francis Bennett - Managing Editor - Earth Herald - wife - gone to France - switched on 
phonotelephote – transmission - saw his wife – went to mechanised dressing room - without attendant’s 
help –washed – shaved – dressed - went to reporter’s room - enquired - news from his astronomers - 
new planet ‘Gandini’ - travelled to - accumulator works – Niagara - inspected - returned Centropolis 
- by 5’O clock - waiting room of Earth Herald - received - proposals - from audience - two young men’s 
proposals – engaged at office - his wife - started from Paris - by ‘tube’ - two hundred and ninety-five 
minutes travel - he got tired - touched a button – to take a bath.
Ans  This story takes place on 25th July 2889. Francis Bennett was the Managing Editor of the 

Earth Herald, the world’s largest newspaper. His wife had gone to France eight days back.  
So Francis felt lonely. He switched on phonotelephote. Through the transmission, he saw his wife.  
Then he got ready without the help of an attendant, by switching on a button on the mechanised 
dressing room. The machine deposited him, washed, shaved, shod, dressed and buttoned from 
top to toe, on the threshold of his office. He went to the reporter’s room and enquired about 
its proceedings. He got the news from one of his astronomers about the new planet ‘Gandini’.  
Then he travelled to his accumulator works at Niagara, inspected them and returned to Centropolis 
by 5’O clock. At the waiting room of the Earth Herald, he received different proposals from the 
audience. Out of these, two young men’s proposals were brilliant. So he engaged them at his 
office. During his meal, he asked his wife through phonotelephotic communication when she 
would come back. His wife replied that she was starting from Paris by ‘tube’. She would travel two 
hundred and ninety-five minutes. Finally, he got tired and touched a button to take a bath.

REARRANGE THE SENTENCES - ADDITIONAL

Rearrange the following sentences in coherent order : 
1. i)  As soon as he awoke, Francis Bennett switched on his phonotelephote.
 ii)  That morning Francis Bennett awoke in rather a bad temper.
 iii)  This was eight days since his wife had been in France.
 iv)  He saw his wife appear in the telephotic mirror.
 v)  There was an enormous distance between them.

Ans   ii, iii, i, v, iv 
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Alphonse Daudet (1840-1897) is a French novelist and short-story 
writer. He began his career as a school teacher in the South of France. 

He quit it to make a living as a journalist in Paris. Then he took to  
writing and his poems were collected into a small volume,  
‘‘Les Amoureuses” (1858). The Last Lesson is set in the days of the 
Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) in which France was defeated by 
Prussia led by Bismarck. 

KEY POINTS
 The Last Lesson is set in the days of the Franco-Prussian War (1870- 1871)
 Prussian forces under Bismarck attacked and captured France.
 The French districts of Alsace and Lorraine went into Prussian hands. (Germany was a part of Prussia).
 The new Prussian rulers discontinued the teaching of French in the schools of these two districts.
 The French teachers were asked to leave.
 Franz was a student and he was afraid of going to school as he had not learnt participles.
 He wanted to enjoy the beauty of nature, such as the bright sunshine, the birds, chirruping in the woods. 
 The Prussian soldiers were drilling in the open field. 
 Franz hurried off to school.
 There was a crowd in front of the Bulletin board at the town hall.
 It had all their bad news for the last two years such as the lost battles, the draft and the orders of the 

commanding officer.
 The Blacksmith, Wachter was reading the bulletin. He told Franz not to go so fast to school.
 Franz noticed the changes in the school.
 Instead of noisy classrooms, everything was as quiet as Sunday morning.
 The teacher, M. Hamel, did not scold him and told him very kindly to go to his seat.
 The teacher was dressed as if it was an inspection day or prize day.
 The villagers including old Hauser, former Mayor, former Postmaster were occupying the last benches.
 Everybody looked sad. The teacher told them that, that was the last lesson he would give them.
 The Order had come from Berlin to teach only German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine.
 The new master would come the next day.
 The teacher informed them that, that would be their last French lesson. 
 Franz assumed that, that was the notice put up on the bulletin board.
 He realized that he did not know his own mother tongue.

6
Unit The Last Lesson

- Alphonse Daudet

PROSE
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Vocabulary
 

C.	 In	column	A	are	some	of	the	idiomatic	phrases	from	the	essay.	Match	them	with	equivalent	
single	words	in	column	B:

A B
go far succeed
blow up explode
show up reveal
call on visit
break off finish
knuckle under submit

Ans  

D.	 Frame	sentences	of	your	own	using	the	above	idiomatic	phrases.
1. go far : She decided to go far ahead of competitors.
2. blow up : The terrorists blew up the hotel.
3. show up : The thieves showed themselves up at the court.
4. call on : The Prime Minister called on the flood victims.
5. break off : Her voice broke off as she was singing.
6. knuckle under : The soldiers refused to knuckle under the pressure of their enemies.

E.	 Given	below	are	some	idiomatic	phrases.	Find	the	meaning	of	it	using	the	dictionary:

A & B Meaning
put on wear
come in enter
try again repeat
walk away avoid
time out short break
go on continue

AnsA B
put on walk away
come in time out
try again go on

Listening
F.	 Listen	to	the	article	titled	''Remembering	Nel	Jayaraman''

In pairs, present an interview. One student will be the interviewer and the other would be Nel 
Jayaraman himself. Two sets of conversations have been given as examples for your help.

Student A : (interviewer) - Vanakkam sir. For what cause do you organise festivals?
Student B  : (NJ) - I organise these festivals with a difference. I present seeds to all the participating 

farmers.
Student A  : (interviewer) - Oh ! That’s really good, Sir. What do you expect in return?
Student B  : (NJ) - In return I expect them to have double the harvest next year.
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Writing
J.	 Draft	Letters	for	the	following	:

1. You are Ajeet, living in a remote village 
in Tirunelveli. You participated in a 
health camp organised by your school. 
You were surprised to observe that most 
of the residents were unaware of health 
and hygiene. As a concerned citizen, write 
a letter to the editor stating the need to 
organise such camps focusing on the 
importance of health and hygiene.
Ans  25.03.2019

From 
 S.Ajeet
 26, Santhanam Street,
 Govindaperi, Tirunelveli District.
To
 The Editor
 The Hindu, Chennai
Sir,
 Sub:  Organising – health camp – reg.
 This is to bring to your notice that 
the residents of my locality are unaware of 
the importance of health and hygiene. They 
neither consume healthy clean, food nor 
keep their surrounding’s clean. Kindly do 
the needful to arrange health camps here.
Thank you
Yours truly
S.Ajeet

2. You are Sanjay. Your colony utilises solar 
energy to light the common areas. You find 
many friends of your colony forgetting to 
switch off the lights in the common area. 
As a responsible citizen, write a letter to 
a newspaper, echoing the importance to 
conserve and preserve solar energy.
Ans  26.03.2019

From
 Sanjay
 27, 3rd Avenue,
 Shanthi Nagar, Erode - 2.

To
 The Editor,
 The Hindu,
 Chennai - 2.

Sir,

 Sub:  Conservation – Solar Energy - 
Regarding.

 This is to inform you that our colony 
utilises solar energy to light the common 
areas. I find that many of my friends fail to 
switch off the lights in the common areas 
after use. Kindly do the needful to create an 
awareness of conservation of solar energy.
Thank you
Yours truly,
Sanjay

Address on the envelope

To
The Editor,
The Hindu,
Chennai - 2

3. You are Sadasivam. You recently visited 
your native town in Vellore. You happened 
to accompany your grandmother to your 
family temple. You were shocked to notice 
the poor condition and maintenance of 
the temple. Write a letter to the Editor 
of local newspaper highlighting the poor 
condition of the temple. Also give some 
suggestions and request the HRC to take 
steps to improve the situation.

Ans  26.03.2019
From
 Sadasivam
 28, Mullai Colony,
 Vellore.
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6
Unit No Men are Foreign

- James Falconer Kirkup

POEM

James Falconer Kirkup (1918 - 2009), born James Harold Kirkup, is an English 
poet, translator and travel writer. He wrote over 30 books, including 

autobiographies, novels and plays. He wrote his first book of poetry,  
"The Drowned Sailor" which was published in 1947. He left England in 
1956 to live and work in Europe, America and the Far East. He settled in 
Japan for 30 years, lecturing in English literature at several universities.  
He has won many awards such as Atlantic-Rockefeller award, (1950), 
Japan P.E.N. Club International literary prize, (1965), Batchelder award, 
for translation, (1968), Keats prize, (1974), Scott-Moncrieff prize for 
translation, (1993). He became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 
1962. “No men are Foreign” was published in the year 1966.

 This poem tells us why we must not hate our brothers and sisters who live in different countries of the world.
 No man or country is strange.
 Beneath the various colours of uniform, it is the same human body.
 The earth that every human walks on is the same.
 The others around the world depend on the same air, water and sun.
 They eat out of peaceful harvests and are starved during war.
 Their hands have the same lines of hard work.
 Their eyes see, sleep and wake like ours.
 Like everyone else the strength can be overcome by loving each other.
 The common life is understood by everyone.
 We must remember if we try to hate others it means we hate ourselves.
 When we try to use weapons against others we are ruining human beings and earth.
 Fire and dust destroy the purity of air that belongs to all.
 So we must remember that no one is our enemy or foreigner and no country is a strange land on this earth.

KEY POINTS
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TEXTUAL QUESTIONS

A. Based on the understanding of the story, complete the Graphic Organiser suitably.

Climax
When Peter holds his finger in the hole and spends 
the whole night in the chill weather, a man comes 
early morning, notices him numb and in a painful 
state, saves him by bringing others to mend the hole. 
Peter saves Holland.

Title 
The Little Hero of Holland

Setting
A dike above the water 

Characters
Peter, Peter's mother, 

Peter's father, Peter's blind friend

Theme
A little boy plugs a leaking dike 

with his finger to prevent it from 
flooding the country.

Plot
•	 Father takes care of gates/ sluices
•	 Mother sends Peter to give cakes to a blind man
•	 On his return finds a leak
•	  Holds his finger, throughout the cold bitter night 

in the small hole to save Holland from drowning
•	 Brave little hero saves Holland from drowning.

Values Highlighted
Love for one's country. Selfless service towards the 
nation.

B. Based on your understanding of the story answer the following questions in one or two 
sentences:
1. What are the little children of Holland, aware of?

Ans  The little children of Holland are aware the dikes must be watched every moment. They knew  
that a small hole can be very dangerous. It would bring the sea into Holland.

2. What was the work assigned to Peter’s father?
Ans  The work assigned to Peter's father was tending the sluice. Opening and closing the gates when 

ships entered the sea from Holland.

3. Why did Peter’s mother call him?
Ans  Peter's mother called him to go and give cakes to his friend who was blind.

4. How did Peter spend his time with his blind friend?
Ans  Peter stayed with the poor blind friend a little while to tell him about his walk along the dike 

and about the sun and the flowers and the ships far out at sea.

5. Why did the father always say ‘angry waters’?
Ans  The father always said angry waters because the sea water lashed on the dikes always.

6. What did Peter see when he stopped near the dikes?
Ans  When Peter stopped near the dikes he noticed that there was a sound of trickling water.  

He saw a small hole in the dike, through which a tiny stream was flowing.
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Unit

The Dying Detective
  - Arthur Conan Doyle

PROSE

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859 - 1930) was a British detective 
fiction writer featuring the character of Sherlock Holmes.  

Doyle has written over forty-six such short stories, the notable works 
include “Stories of  Sherlock Holmes” and “The Lost World”.

  Dr. Watson, the narrator is informed of Mr. Holmes’ serious illness by Mrs. Hudson, Holmes’ Landlady.
  Holmes contracts the deadly and contagious disease Formosa plague from the Chinese sailors while at work 

at Rotherhithe. 
  Holmes doesn’t allow even a doctor in to cure him. Starves for three days and looks deathly ill.
  Watson offers to bring Dr. Ainstree but Holmes only locks the door and keeps Watson in for two hours - till 

6 0’clock to get the only person - Culverton Smith, of 13 Lower Burke Street - who knows all about the 
deadly disease. 

 Watson meets Inspector Morton who enquires about Holmes sickness. 
 Watson goes to Smith’s house.
 Watson pleads with Smith to save Holmes.
 On hearing about Holmes, Smith readily goes to meet him.
 Watson leaves on a pretext of an appointment.
 Smith meets Holmes who knew that he alone had a high knowledge of Eastern Diseases.
 Smith informs Holmes of Victor’s death due to the same disease on the fourth day.
 Holmes is sure that Smith was behind Victor’s death. But Smith is sure none could prove it.
 Holmes, unable to recall incidents pleads with Smith to cure him. 
 Smith questions whether he received any box by post. Holmes accepts he got a box with a spring that drew 

blood.
 Smith tries his level best to take away the last piece of evidence the box, and tells it isn’t a joke but it is 

deathly and Holmes would die of it.
 But Holmes asks Smith to save him.
 Holmes asks him to light the gas to see him better.
 Smith comes to know that Holmes has acted very well by starving for 3 days and seeming sick.
 In the meantime, Inspector Mortan arrives to arrest Smith on the charges of murder of Victor.
 Thus Holmes plays the role of a dying detective, in identifying Smith as the murderer of Victor Savage. 

KEY POINTS
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SHORT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS - ADDITIONAL

1. How did Watson know Holmes was sick?
Ans  Mrs. Hudson, the landlady of Sherlock Holmes told Watson that Holmes had been sinking 

for three days and he would not allow any doctor to come in. After she had insisted Holmes 
accepted that Watson could see him.

2. How did Holmes react when Watson came to see him?
Ans  Holmes stopped Watson from entering his room, stating that he was suffering from a deadly 

disease that he  got from Sumatra. When Watson tried to force himself to go near Holmes, 
Holmes told him that he would only allow a doctor in. Holmes wanted Culverton Smith, who 
was knowledgeable about the Eastern Diseases to deal with him. 

3. What happened when Watson waited behind the locked door?
Ans  Watson was asked to wait till 6 O’ clock to bring a doctor of Holmes’ choice. Holmes suggested 

that Watson could read some books. Unable to read, Watson walked around the room and 
happened to see a black and white ivory box on the mantelpiece. When he held it to see it, 
Holmes gave a dreadful cry. He asked Watson not to touch any of his things. So Watson sat in 
dejection until 6’O clock. 

4. Describe the character of Mr. Culverton Smith.
Ans  Culverton Smith was the only man who had the knowledge of the disease, Formosa plague. 

He was not a medical man. He was a planter. He lived in Sumatra. He lived at 13, Lower Burke 
Street. He was frail with a bald head. He killed his nephew, Victor Savage. Holmes  as the dying 
detective pretended to be sick to bring the truth out of Culverton Smith.

B.	 Answer	the	following	questions	in	a	paragraph	of	about	100-150	words.
1. How did Holmes trap Mr. Culverton Smith to confess the murder? (PTA-6)

Ans  Holmes sent Watson to bring Culverton Smith who was the only man who knew how to cure 
Eastern diseases. Holmes pretended to be seriously ill with black Formosa Plague. He had 
starved for 3 days, very sick and dying. When Watson pleaded with Smith to save Holmes, the 
shocked Smith rushed to Holmes. There Holmes spoke about the ivory box that confirmed the 
disease to Smith. Holmes also said that he very well knew that Smith was behind the murder 
of Victor Savage, who was a victim of the same disease. Smith confessed and said none could 
prove it. Smith also told that Holmes’ end is nearing. Holmes asked Smith to brighten the lamp 
so that he could see him better. Holmes was only acting as if he was sick. Thus he made Smith 
confess the truth about the murder of Victor Savage.

2. How did Watson help his friend to arrest the criminal? (Govt. MQP; PTA-2)
Ans  Holmes sent Watson to 13 Lower Burke Street, where Culverton Smith lived. Watson pleaded 

with Smith to save Holmes, who was suffering from plague. On hearing Holmes’ name, Smith 
was shocked. Before Smith could come along, Watson left, to meet Holmes to inform about 
Smith’s arrival. He disappeared to the next room before Smith came. As Holmes and Smith 
were speaking about the dangerous ivory box and the spring that drew blood, Smith said that 
Holmes would die of it. But Holmes stated he was sure Smith was behind the murder of Victor. 
But Smith told that none could prove it. When Smith tried to get away with the ivory box, 
Inspector Morton came in to arrest him on charges of murder. Thus Watson brought Smith to 
Holmes and made way for the arrest.  
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7
The House on Elm Street

- Nadia Bush

POEM

 The house is located on Elm street.
 It is a mysterious place.
 It has a lot of space.
 But it is empty. 
 It seems to be alive at night.
 It seems to be bright on the summer day in May.
 There is a tree near the house and it is always bare without leaves.
 Whatever the season, it just exists there neither shrinking nor growing.
 Rumours are regularly spread that everyday the house begins to fade.
 The house remains a mystery.

KEY POINTS

Summary
The house on Elm Street is a lonely house. No one knows what happens there. It is a mysterious place. It 

has plenty of empty space. At night the house is well lit with lights, that go on and off. The poet is very often 
tempted to have a look at what really happened inside but fear kept her from going into the house. She drives 
past the house every day. It looks bright on the summer day in May. It looks unique. There is a tree next to 
the house. It is always bare. It never has the leaves in any of the seasons. It is just there neither growing nor 
shrinking. Rumours are spread every day and each day the house becomes dim. Not knowing what happened 
inside the house, it remains a mystery.

PARAPHRASES FOR POEM STANZAS

Stanza 
No. Poem Stanzas Paraphrase

1

It sat alone.
What happened there is still today unknown.
It is a very mysterious place,
And inside you can tell it has a ton of space,
But at the same time it is bare to the bone.

The poet talks about the house on Elm Street. 
It is there all alone. What happened there 
in that house, is still not known till today.  
It seems to be a mysterious place. Inside the 
house, there seems to be a lot of space. But at 
the same time, it is empty everywhere Emptiness 
is being found in every nook and corner of the 
house.
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 He announced Tom as his heir and wanted him to pay for his funeral.
 Leaving an iron box for Tom, his uncle instructed him not to shake the box.
 Tom found a letter which read that the box contained sensitive dynamite.
 He started thinking of all the possible ways to open the box without being killed.
 He also consulted Professor Clinch, but did not yield any solution.
 His efforts to read about explosives led to suspicions and he had to change his name and occupation.
 At last he gave the box to the Society for the Preservation of Human Vivisection.

Summary

Uncle Philip died when Tom, the narrator, was 37 years old. His mother advised Tom not to expect 
anything from him. Uncle Philip was Tom's Father's brother, an inventor and a mechanical engineer. He was a 
bachelor and lived a lonely life. He collected precious stones. He had a manic for precious stones and became 
richer and richer. His collection was added to his safe at the trust company. Tom was a clerk. He was sent for 
by his uncle one day. He went to his uncle, who told him a strange story. He told how money minded he was. 
He confessed his wickedness and hoped to live in the memory of at least one member of the family. Generally 
thought to be poor living on an annuity, uncle Philip had never parted with his precious stones. 

He says Tom will have it as he is his only heir. He would be happy to make at least one man happy before 
he died. He asks Tom to pay for his funeral and that the safe with the precious gems was only his possession. 
Before Tom left him, his uncle said the rubies were in the safe and that he should read the letter on top of it 
carefully. And not to shake the box. He asked Tom not to come back. Uncle Philip died a week later and was 
handsomely buried. The day after, Tom opened his safe and found nothing but an iron box made by his uncle. 
It was very heavy. Now he was surprised whether his uncle's words were true or not. 

He spent all he had for his Uncle's funeral and was poorer than before. Things seemed odd and his uncle's 
cunningness seemed true. He took the strange box to his lodgings and carefully kept in a closet. The letter 
gave details about the contents of gems as well as a dynamite. A warning that he should open it with belief his 
expectations would grow. If he opened it with doubt he would be blown to atoms. He tried ways and means 
to open the box. He thought about it for months and weeks as it was dubbed with terrible danger and a very 
great fortune. It confused him a lot. He met too many people for advice. A doctor Schaff asked him to keep it 
aside and stop thinking or he would become mad. He went to Libraries for strong advice and knowledge about 
dynamites. He became a slave of one very strange idea. Between the leaves of the Bible he found the numbered 
list of stones and their cost. The variety of rubies and their worth were described with the threat of death. 
Biographies written by the uncle spoke of the evil of stones and the good of stones. One, a black pearl, was 
mentioned as 'She'. 

He was a clerk who knew only how to keep a ledger. Following the strange words of his uncle was too 
much and absurd to him. It was like a riddle. He was rich, holding the rubies but too poor unable to use it.  
He asked his father who told him that it was just a cruel joke of his uncle. He also advised Tom to stop thinking 
about its fortune. Two years went by and Tom continued to possess the fortune without being rich. Susan breaks 
off the engagement with Tom considering him mad. Advertisements about the box in Journals brought out 
absurd schemes. He is asked to quit his house by the owner. He moves to the suburbs, hides the box, changes 
his name and occupation. He was happy to assist the government officials to collect tax for his uncle's estate 
being his heir. He showed them his uncle's letter, offered the key of the box and time to move away. The official 
said he would come later. Now Tom makes a will leaving the precious gems to the Society for the Preservation 
of Human Vivisection.
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4. i)  The doctor warned me that I was in danger of losing my mind.
 ii)  I consulted Professor Clinch about my dilemma.
 iii) Dr. Schaff, my uncle’s doctor, believed the old man’s letter.
 iv)  He did not desire to do so.
 v)  I offered him the biggest ruby if he wished to test his opinion.

Ans   ii, v, iv, iii, i 
 ii)  I consulted Professor Clinch about my dilemma.
 v)  I offered him the biggest ruby if he wished to test his opinion.
 iv)  He did not desire to do so.
 iii)  Dr. Schaff, my uncle’s doctor, believed the old man’s letter.
 i)  The doctor warned me that I was in danger of losing my mind.

5. i) I have no more money than will keep me alive.
 ii)  Two years have gone by, and I am one of the richest men in the city.
 iii)  I am advised to print my story and await advice from the ingenuity of the American mind.
 iv)  My landlady gave me notice to leave, because no one would stay in the house with that box.
 v)  Susan said I was half cracked like Uncle Philip, and broke off her engagement.

Ans   ii, i, v, iv, iii 
 ii) Two years have gone by, and I am one of the richest men in the city.
 i)  I have no more money than will keep me alive.
 v)  Susan said I was half cracked like Uncle Philip, and broke off her engagement.
 iv) My landlady gave me notice to leave, because no one would stay in the house with that box.
 iii)  I am advised to print my story and await advice from the ingenuity of the American mind.

READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

     QUESTIONS & ANSWERSPTA

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow:

1.  I was just thirty-seven when my Uncle Philip died. A week before that event he sent for me; and here let 
me say that I had never set eyes on him. He hated my mother, but I do not know why. She told me long 
before his last illness that I need expect nothing from my father’s brother. He was an inventor, an able and 
ingenious mechanical engineer, and had much money by his improvement in turbine-wheels. He was a 
bachelor; lived alone, cooked his own meals, and collected precious stones, especially rubies and pearls. 
From the time he made his first money he had this mania. As he grew richer, the desire to possess rare 
and costly gems became stronger. When he bought a new stone, he carried it in his pocket for a month 
and now and then took it out and looked at it. Then it was added to the collection in his safe at the trust 
company. (PTA-1)

(a) How old was the narrator when his uncle died?
Ans  The narrator was thirty-seven years old when his uncle died.

(b) Had a narrator seen his uncle before? Give lines from the passage that support your answer.
Ans  The narrator had never seen his uncle before. “Here let me say that I had never set eyes on 

him”.
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Question Paper Contents as per Govt. Model Paper

 As per G.O. No. 161 dated 13.9.2019, English Paper - I and Paper - II are combined into a single paper.  
Accordingly, Govt. has released a New Model Question paper. 

Part - I (MCQ Type Questions)

Q. No. 1 to 14 1 Mark Questions 14 Marks

Vocabulary & Grammar

Choose the most suitable answer and write the code with corresponding answer.

 1 to 3 : Synonyms 3 × 1 = 3

 4 to 6 : Antonyms 3 × 1 = 3

 7 to 14 : Vocabulary & Grammar 8 × 1 = 8

All the 14 questions are to be answered. 

7. Singular & Plural Forms
8. Affixes (Prefix & Suffix)
9. Expanded form of Abbreviation & Acronyms
10. Phrasal Verb
11. Compound Words
12. Prepositions
13. Tenses
14. Connectors / Linkers

Additional Topics :

i) Idioms
ii) Parts of Speech (Changing the form)
iii) Homophones & Confusables
iv) Subject-Verb Agreement
v) If Sentences - Conditions
vi) Question Tags
vii) Degrees of Comparision
viii) Articles
ix) Modals / Semi-Modals
x) Nominalisation

Q. No. 1 to 3 : Synonyms

 A word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word or phrase is called synonym.

GOVT. MODEL QUESTIONS - 2019

Choose the most appropriate synonyms of the italicised words. 

1. The mother seagull swooped upwards.
(a) leap (b) rush (c) move very quickly (d) ascend [Ans:  (c) move very quickly]

2. The attic has always been favourite with children.
(a) loft (b) terrace (c) apartment (d) strong room [Ans:  (a) Loft]

3. It is a 55-foot sailing vessel built indigenously in India.
(a) Fully (b) collectively (c) innately (d) specially [Ans:  (c) innately]
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6. I pushed past the butler and entered the room.
(a) thrust (b) pressed (c) pulled (d) forced [Ans: (c) pulled]

7. I saw a frail man with bald head sitting.
(a) strong (b) thin (c) weak (d) lazy [Ans: (a) strong]

8. “I am sorry,” I said, “but the matter cannot be delayed.
(a) held up (b) slowed (c) advanced (d) postponed [Ans: (c) advanced]

9. He smiled and agreed to come.
(a) frowned (b) giggled (c) gleamed (d) laughed [Ans: (a) frowned]

10. With a sinking heart I reached Holmes’ room.
(a) rising (b) drowning (c) plunging (d) submerging [Ans: (a) rising]

11. Now you disappear to the next room.
(a) appear (b) vanish (c) go away (d) abscond [Ans: (a) appear]

12. “Only too well, Mr. Smith,” and he described the symptoms.
(a) elaborated (b) explained (c) concealed (d) outlined [Ans: (c) concealed]



Q. No. 7 : Singular & Plural Forms

(Textbook Page No. : 35)

GOVT. MODEL QUESTION - 2019

Choose the correct plural form : 
7. Choose the correct plural form of alga from the following :

a) Algum b) algi c) algae d) algas [Ans:  (c) algae]

I. Simple rules for plurals

a) add ‘-s’
    words ending in consonants

boy - boys 
desk - desks 
book - books 
cow - cows

b) add ‘-es’
     words ending in

-s, -sh, -ch, -x
class - classes
brush - brushes
tax - taxes
dish - dishes

c)  add ‘-es’
     words ending in vowels

buffalo - buffaloes
negro - negroes
hero - heroes
echo - echoes

d) add ‘-s’
    words ending in

vowels - exceptions
dynamo - dynamos 
piano - pianos 
kilo - kilos 
ratio - ratios

e) Change ‘y’ into ‘ies’
baby - babies
army - armies
city - cities
story - stories

f) Change of inside vowel
man - men
woman - women
mouse - mice 
goose - geese
tooth - teeth
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We can abbreviate the following:

Titles before names:
Mr. =  Mister (for men) (plural - Misters)
Mrs. =  Mistress (for women)
Prof. =  Professor (plural - Profs.)
St. =  Saint (plural - Sts.)
Rev.  =  Reverend (plural - Revs.)
Hon. =  Honourable (plural - Hons.)
Jr.  = Junior
Pres.  = President

Names of a Few Objects:
VCR  =  Video Cassette Recorder
CD  =  Compact Disc
DVD  =  Digital Video/Versatile Disk
GPS  =  Global Positioning System
VR  =  Virtual reality
AR  =  Augmented Reality
TV  =  Television

Words used with numbers:
a.m.  =  ante meridiem (before noon)
p.m.  =  post meridiem (after noon)
A.D.  =  anno domini
B.C.E.  =  before common era
C.E.  =  common era

Common Latin terms:
etc.  =  et cetera (and so forth)
i.e.  =  id est(that is)
e.g.  =  exempligratia (for example)
et al.  =  et alii (and others)
vs.  =  versus

Terms of mathematical units:
ft  =  feet
ft²  =  square feet
kg  =  kilogram
km =  kilometre
mm  =  millimetre
ml  =  millilitre
°F  =  degrees Fahrenheit
°C  =  degrees Celsius

Names of Familiar Institutions:
CBI  =  Central Bureau of Investigation
IB  =  Intelligence Bureau
IMF  =  International Monetary Fund
UN  =  United Nations
EC  =  Election Commission
EU  =  European Union
IIT  =  Indian Institute of Technology

Names of Countries:
USA  =  United Stated of America
UK  =  United Kingdom
UAE  =  United Arab Emirates

Long, common phrases
IQ  =  Intelligence Quotient
mph  =  miles per hour
mpg  =  miles per gallon

abbreviation

 	Abbreviation refers to any shortened or contracted form of a word or phrase.
 	Some abbreviations are not pronounced as new words.
 	But not every abbreviation is an acronym.

S. No. Abbreviation Expansion
1. AICTE All India Council for Technical Education
2. ATM Automated Teller Machine
3. B.Tech Bachelor of Technology
4. B.E. Bachelor of Engineering
5. B.Sc Bachelor of Science
6. BA Bachelor of Arts
7. BBC British Broadcasting Corporation
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1. Compound Nouns:

No. Type Word 1 Word 2 Compound Word

1 Noun + Noun

moon light moonlight
chess board chess-board
shoe maker shoemaker
man servant manservant

2 Adjective + Noun

sweet heart sweetheart
noble man nobleman
short hand shorthand
black board blackboard

3 Verb + Noun

pick pocket pickpocket
play ground playground
hang man hangman
dare devil daredevil

4 Gerund + Noun

spelling book spelling-book
walking stick walking-stick
drawing room drawing-room
visiting card visiting-card

5 Adverb(or Preposition) + Noun

in side inside
over coat overcoat
by path bypath
off spring offspring

6 Verb + Adverb

draw back drawback
lock up lockup
die hard diehard
send off sendoff

7 Adverb + Verb

out set outset
up keep upkeep
out cry outcry
in come income

2. Compound Adjectives:

No. Type Word 1 Word 2 Compound Word

1 Noun + Adjective (or Participle)

hand made handmade
heart broken heartbroken
home sick homesick
sky blue sky blue

2 Adjective + Adjective

red hot red-hot
blue black blue-black
white hot white-hot
dull grey dull-grey

3 Adverb + Participle

in born inborn
out spoken outspoken
never ending never-ending
long suffering long-suffering
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     QUESTIONS & ANSWERSPTA

Complete the following sentence by using the most appropriate form of the tense given below :

1. The governor was ______ at the wit of the youth. (PTA-1)
(a) pleases (b) pleasing (c) pleased (d) please [Ans: (c) pleased]

2. The medal ______ in the attic for twenty-nine long years. (PTA-2)
(a) hide (b) hidden (c) had hidden (d) had been hidden 

 [Ans: (d) had been hidden]

3. I wish most of all to _____ home to my family. (PTA-3)
(a) returned (b) returning (c) return (d) has returned [Ans: (c) return]

4. He _____ to the American academy of arts and letters. (PTA-4)
(a) elected (b) was elected (c) electing (d) has elected [Ans: (b) was elected]

5. We ________ in the kitchen when the doorbell rang. (PTA-5)
(a) cooking (b) were cooking (c) had cooked (d) cooked [Ans: (b) were cooking]

6. The poem _____ about the multifaceted nature of women. (PTA-6)
(a) is talking (b) talked (c) talks (d) has talked [Ans: (c) talks]

     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONSGEQ

1. Read the story and rewrite it using the simple past tense.

 A man walking through a temple passage sees an elephant tied to a pillar. He wonders how a small rope 
holds such a huge elephant. He enquires the trainer- nearby. The trainer says that the same size rope is 
being used since the elephant's young age. The elephant's are conditioned to believe that they cannot 
break free from the rope. Similarly, some men stops trying when they fail at their first attempt anticipating 
failure. (QY. 19)

 Ans   A man walked through a temple passage saw an elephant tied to a pillar. He wondered how a 
small rope held such a huge elephant. He enquired the trainer- nearby. The trainer said that the 
same size rope was being used since the elephant's young age. The elephant's were conditioned to 
believe that they could not break free from the rope. Similarly, some men stopped trying when 
they failed at their first attempt anticipating failure.

2. Complete the following sentence using the most appropriate tense form of the verb given below.  
_______ paid our bill and ascertained the location, we got into the car. (HY. 19)
(a) Had (b) Have been (c) Having (d) Has [Ans: (c) having]

Exercises

Complete the following sentence using the most appropriate tense form of the verb given below :

1. He ________ the heat because he had not eaten since the previous nightfall.
(a) felt   (b) feels  (c) has felt  (d) had felt [Ans: (a) felt]
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ADDITIONAL TOPICS ( 1 MARK QUESTIONS)

(i) Idioms

(Textbook Page No. : 66-68, 167)

Idioms are groups of words put together as a unit with a particular meaning. The meaning of the word is 
not literal. 

For example, if one says that the cat is out of the bag then it does not literally mean the cat is out of the 
bag but it has a figurative meaning which means the secret is out. 

That’s why the meaning of idioms cannot be assumed based on the individual meaning of the words but 
by studying the words as a unit.

Examples : 1. Lalitha takes a late night walk in the beach once in a blue moon.
     In the above sentence ‘once in a blue moon’ is an idiom which means an event that 

happens rarely. 
   2. The women cricketers were on the ball in their last over of the match. 
     In the above sentence ‘on the ball’ is an idiom which means when someone understands 

the situations well.

Some more idioms and meanings :

1 a bolt from the blue unexpected event; complete surprise (usually unwelcome)
2 a drop in the ocean a very small amount compared with what is needed or expected
3 a penny for your thoughts a way of asking what someone is thinking.
4 a stone’s throw a very short distance
5 a wild goose chase a worthless hunt or chase
6 a yellow streak cowardice in one’s character
7 above board honest, not secret
8 add insalt to injury to worsen an unfavourable situation
9 armchair expert one who gives advice in an area in which he was not actively involved

10 at close quarters very near
11 at hand very near
12 at loggerheads to disagree strongly
13 at snail’s pace very slowly
14 at the drop of the hat without any hesitation
15 at the eleventh hour at the last moment
16 at the end of one’s tether to have no power, patience or endurance left
17 barking up the wrong tree accusing the wrong person
18 be armed with be equipped with
19 beat around the bush avoiding the main topic
20 bed of roses comfortable position
21 best of both worlds all the advantages
22 bite the bullet to get something over with because it is inevitable
23 blessing in disguise something good that isn’t recognized at first.
24 break even make no profit or loss
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(vi) Question Tags

 A Question Tag is the shortest form of a question using the verb plus pronoun.
  (i) A positive statement uses a negative tag.
  (ii) A negative statement uses a positive tag.
I. Statements with auxiliaries:
 1. It is bright, isn’t it?     2. Bears are dangerous, aren’t they?
 3. Shobana can’t dance, can she?  4. Kit kats aren’t sour, are they?
 5. Arun and Ajay were here, weren’t they? 6. Seetha and Geetha will come, won’t they?

II. Statements without auxiliaries:
 Singular subject  -  Present tense  - use Does
 Plural subject -  Present tense  -  use Do         + Pronoun
 Singular & Plural  -  Past tense  - use Did

1. The cuckoo sings beautifully, doesn’t it?
2. Rats dig burrows, don’t they? 
3. Tenzing conquered the Everest, didn’t he?
4. The sun shines hot in summer, doesn’t it?
5. Rivers flow towards the sea, don’t they?
6. Sachin broke the world record, didn’t he?

III. A. Statements using ‘has/have/had’ as auxiliaries:
 1. The bell has rung, hasn’t it?
 2. The flowers have drooped, haven’t they?
 3. The school bus has started on time, hasn’t it?

 B. Statements using ‘has/have/had’ as the main verb - use do/does/did forms:
 1. A tiger has sharp claws, doesn’t it?
 2. Indians have great respect for traditions, don’t they?
 3. Little Rosy had fever, didn’t she?

IV. Statements having negative words - use positive tag:
A. Using no, none, never, not, neither-nor
 1. Sheela is not going to come today, is she?
 2. My grandfather never smokes, does he?
 3. The cuckoo has no care for its eggs, does it?
 4. Neither Swetha nor Sneha has any bad habits, do they?

B. Using little, few, scarcely, hardly, rarely
 1. Muni shows little care in his studies, does he?
 2. Few planets can be seen, can they?
 3. Santhosh scarcely listens in class, does he?
 4. They rarely lose their points, do they?
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7. When you overlook his mistake it gives him _________ (encourage) to repeat it.
(a) Courage (b) Courageous (c) Courageously (d) Encouragement [Ans: (d) Encouragement]

8. Do you have the _________ (prove) of his crime?
(a) Proved (b) Proving (c) Proofly (d) Proof [Ans: (d) Proof]

9. There is a _________ (sell) of cheap plastic ware
(a) Seal (b) Sale (c) Sold (d) Sells [Ans: (b) Sale]

10. Can you arrange _________ (lend) for my mother`s operation?
(a) Loan (b) Lent (c) Lens (d) Lean [Ans: (a) Loan]



Part - II

Q. No. 15 to 28 2 Mark Questions 10 × 2 = 20

There are 4 Sections in this Part - II. You have to answer 10 out of 14 Questions. 

Section - I : Q. No. 15 to 18 : Prose - Short Answer Questions (3 out of 4) 3 × 2 = 6

Section - II : Q. No. 19 to 22 : Poem - Comprehension (3 out of 4) 3 × 2 = 6

Section - III : Q. No. 23 to 27 : Grammar (3 out of 5) 3 × 2 = 6

23. Active & Passive Voice
24. Direct & Indirect Speech
25. Punctuation
26. Simple, Compound, Complex Sentences
27. Rearrange in Coherent Order

Additional Topics :

i) Relative Pronoun
ii) Expanding News Headlines
iii) Completing Proverb (Fill in)
iv) Extend the dialogue
v) Pie-Chart (Inferences)
vi) Slogan Writing

Section - IV : Q. No. 28 : Road Map Instructions. 1 × 2 = 2

GOVT. MODEL QUESTIONS - 2019

Section - I
Answer any THREE of the following questions in a sentence or two.

15. Mention the special features of INSV Tarini.
16. What prompted the seagull to fly finally?
17. What was the daily routine of Mr. Sanyal?
18. What were the various things that tempted Mr. Franz to spend his day outdoors?

For Answers refer to the Prose Section Unit 1 to 7 
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 2.  Father said to mother, “Why was Anu crying when she returned from school?”
  Father asked mother why Anu had been crying when she had returned from school.
 3. My friend said, “Which colour will you choose?”
  My friend asked me which colour I would choose.

 4. Aunt said to her son, “What can I do without your help?”
  Aunt questioned her son what she could do without his help.

     QUESTIONS & ANSWERSPTA

1. Rewrite using indirect speech. (PTA-1)
"How did he get it?", he asked.
Ans  He asked how he had got it.

2. Rewrite using indirect speech. (PTA-2)
He said, "I am glad they are strong".
Ans  He told he was glad that they were strong.

3. Rewrite using indirect speech. (PTA-3)
"Let not thine eyes be blinded, my son", she said.
Ans  She blessed her son that his eyes should not be blinded.

4. Rewrite the following in reported form. (PTA-5)
Srivatsav said, "I have been waiting for my friend in the park since 6 a.m."
Ans  Srivatsav said that he had been waiting for his friend in the park since 6 a.m.

5. Report the following dialogue : (PTA-6)
Mohan : I lost my wallet on the way.
Sathya : Did you have any money?
Ans   Mohan told Sathya that he had lost his wallet on the way. Sathya asked him whether he had any 

money.

     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONGEQ

1. Rewrite using indirect speech : "He is very ill", I answered.  (HY. 19)
Ans  I answered that he was very ill. 

Exercises

Rewrite using indirect speech.

1. Renu said, “What a tragedy!”
Ans  Renu exclaimed that it was a tragedy.

2. The doctor said to the patient, “Take two pills three times a day”.
Ans  The doctor instructed the patient to take two pills three times a day.

3. Mahesh said to Prem, “Have you read, ‘A suitable Boy,’ by Vikram?”
Ans  Mahesh asked Prem if he had read “a suitable boy” by Vikram.
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5. Transform the following sentence as directed. (PTA-5)
The students were intelligent. They could answer the questions correctly. (Combine it into complex sentence)
Ans  As / Since the students were intelligent, they could answer the questions correctly.

6. Transform the following sentence as directed. (PTA-6)
Walk carefully lest you should fall down. (into complex)
Ans  Unless you walk carefully, you will fall down.

     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONSGEQ

1. Transform the following sentences as directed. (QY. 19)

 He is too weak to run. (into a complex sentence)
Ans  He is so weak that he cannot run.

2. Transform the following sentence into a compound sentence :  (HY. 19)

 Besides being an athlete, he is a singer. 
Ans  He is an athlete he is a singer. 

Exercises : Type - 1

Transform the following sentences as directed.

1. Tea is too hot to drink. (into complex)
Ans  Tea is so hot that it cannot be drunk.

2.  Unless you work hard, you cannot succeed. (into compound)
Ans  Work hard or  you cannot succeed. 

3.  I was born in this place. (into complex)
Ans  This is the place where I was born. 

4.  Although she ran fast she could not catch the bus. (into simple)
Ans  Inspite of running fast she couldn’t catch the bus. 

5.  She is the girl who won the prize. (into compound)
Ans  She is the girl and she won the prize. 

6.  If he had listened he would have avoided the accident. (into compound)
Ans  He did not listen and so he could not avoid the accident. 

7.  She started early yet she couldn’t reach on time. (into simple)
Ans  Inspite of starting early she couldn’t reach on time. 

8.  As soon as the children heard the bell they ran into the classrooms. (into simple)
Ans  On hearing the bell the children ran into the classrooms. 

9.  This is the flower which smells sweet. (into compound)
Ans  This is the flower and it smells sweet. 

10.  The furniture was so old that it broke into pieces. (into compound)
Ans  The furniture was very old and it broke into pieces. 
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ADDITIONAL TOPICS ( 2 MARKS QUESTIONS)

(i) Combining two sentences using the Relative Pronoun

(Textbook Page No. : 142-144)

A pronoun is a word or phrase that substitutes a noun or a noun phrase. There are ten types of pronouns 
generally used.

Types of Pronouns :

Relative Pronoun Which shows relation Who, Whom, Whose, Which, That

Demonstrative Pronoun Which demonstrates a noun, an 
object, a complement This, That, These, Those

Indefinite Pronoun Which is indefinite All, some, one, many, few, somebody, 
nobody

Emphatic Pronoun Which is used for emphasis 
before the verb Myself, Himself, Herself

Exclamatory Pronoun Which expresses surprise or 
sudden feeling What

Personal Pronoun A Pronoun that indicates person He, She, It, We, You, They
Interrogative Pronoun Which asks a question Which, Who, Whom

Distributive Pronoun Which distributes a group or a 
pair

Each, Every, Either, Neither, Anyone, 
None

Reflexive Pronoun
Which reflects the action 
towards the subjects used after 
the verb

Herself, Yourself, Himself, Ourself

Reciprocal Pronoun Which shows a relation with one 
another One Another, Each other

A relative pronoun is one which is used to refer to nouns mentioned previously, whether they are people, 
places, things, animals, or ideas.

It is used to connect a clause or phrase to a noun or pronoun.
It can be used to join two sentences.
The common Relative Pronouns are:
 who 
 whom 
 whose 
 that 
 which 
Sometimes when and where can be used as relative pronouns as well.
They are used to help clarify ‘who’ or ‘what’ a sentence is talking about.
Relative pronouns are placed directly after the noun or pronoun they modify.
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1. Read the pie-chart carefully and write any 
two inferences on the Movies preferred by the 
people.

Favorite Type of Movie

Horror 20%SciFi 20%

Comedy 25%
Action 30%

Drama 5%

Ans  1.  The most number of people prefers 
action type of movies.

 2.  The least number of people prefers 
drama type of movies.

2. Read the pie-chart carefully and write any 
two inferences on the monthly expenditure of  
Mr. Ravi

 

Food
30%

Savings
10%

Rent
30%

Education
20%

Clothes
5%

Entertainment
5%

Ans  1.  Mr. Ravi spent equally for rent and 
food at 30% each.

 2.  He spent less amount of money for 
entertainment.

3. Read the pie-chart carefully and write any 
two inferences on the sources of energy in the 
world.

 Sources of Energy in the world

 

Coal 28%

Gas 23%
Oil 40%

H
yd

ro
Po

w
er

 2
%

N
u
cl

ea
r 

7
%

Ans  1.  Oil is the most available source of 
energy, with 40% of the total energy 
sources.

 2.  Coal is the second-largest source of 
energy in the world, with 28% of the 
total energy sources.

4. Read the pie-chart carefully and write any two 
inferences on the monthly sales at a medical 
shop.

Monthly sales at a Medical shop

An�bio�cs
40%

Vitamins
10%

Analgesics
20%

An�pyre�cs
15%

Seda�ves
5%

Cosme�cs
10%

Ans  1.  Antibiotics have the highest sale 
record in the medical shop, with 
40% of total sales.

 2.  Sedatives have the lowest sale record 
in the medical shop, with 5% of total 
sales.

Exercises
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2. Service camp-get exciting - discount in spare 
parts - avail - free service-camp - visit your - 
nearest - Laptop World. (PTA-2)

Ans

 

LAPTOP WORLD

Visit your nearest - Laptop World branch.
e-mail : laptopworld@gmail.com

mobile : 98xxx xxxxx

Service Camp

Excitin
g  

Discount in
 

space parts

Avail Free Service Camp

3. Footwear for all - all sizes - endless variety - 
all brands - under one roof - attractive offers 
- shoes and heals - 43, M.G. Road, Villupuram.
 (PTA-3)
Ans

FOOTWEAR FOR ALL

	All Sizes
	Endless Variety
	All brands 
	Under one roof
	Shoes and Heals

43, M.G. Road, Villupuram.

Attractive Offers

4. Mobile World - Smart phones - Accessories - 
Recharges - Free scratch card on every purchase 
of mobile - Flower Bazaar, Ulundurpet. 
 (PTA-4)
Ans

 MOBILE WORLD

Smart Phones 
	Accessories
	 	Recharges

Flower Bazaar, Ulundurpet
Mobile : 96xxx xxxxx

Free Scratch Card on every purchase of mobile

5. Home made taste - Hygenie - Family Restaurant 
- Fresh juice - available - Free home delivery - 
cards accepted. (PTA-5)

Ans

 Family Restaurant
Mouth watering - Delicious Food
Crave & Rave Vegetarian Restaurant

(Separate hall is available for parties)

121, Periyar Road, Coimbatore

Hygienic
Preparation

Home Delivery

Affordable
Price

0422 - 436 5117

Home made 
taste

Hygenie

Fresh Juice
Free Home Delivery ; Cards accepted

A-43, Arcot Road, Chennai - 80
Mobile : 86xxx xxx

6. You are Ajay / Aruna. You are contesting for the 
post of the School Pupil Leader of the Student 
Council of your school. Design a poster in not 
more than 50 words to impress your friends as 
to why they should vote for you. You may use 
good slogans / phrases. (PTA-6)

Ans

 

•	 Better	security	on	campus
•	 Good	and	improved	canteen	facilities
•	 Playground	with	new	equipment

A for Arise! Awake
A for Aruna! Ajay

Note my work and then vote
You can trust and believe in me

ARUNA/ AJAY
Std X

for
School Pupil Leader

of
STUDENTS’ COUNCIL

This is only for Sample 
for Full Book order Online and Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com PH: 9600175757 / 8124201000

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



 Sura’s ➠ X Std - Smart English

365

Q. No. 41 : Notice Writing
(Textbook Page No. : 112)

GOVT. MODEL QUESTION - 2019

41. You are Adhira / Athiran, the school pupil leader of GHSS, Trichy. Prepare a notice on behalf of 
your school inviting the grandparents of the students to celebrate World Elders’ Day in your school 
auditorium on the 20th of next month.

Ans  NOTICE
GOVERNMENT HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL, TRICHY

World Elders' Day
21st September, 2019

All the students are informed that our school is celebrating World Elders’ Day on 
the 20th October 2019, at 3.30 p.m. in our school auditorium.

Interested students are requested to bring their grandparents for the celebration. 
Tea and snacks will be provided. Fun activities will also be organised.
Adhira / Athiran
School Pupil Leader

A notice is a formal means of communication. The purpose of a notice is to announce or display information 
to a specific group of people. Notices are generally meant to be pinned up on specific display boards in schools 
or in public places.

How to write a notice :

1. The name of the school or the institution must be prominent It should be clear, legible and in CAPITAL 
letters.

2. The name of the program for which the notice is drafted should be highlighted.
3.  The date of drafting the notice, must be written on the top left/right corner of the box.
4.  You can start the notice by using expressions like……
  This is to inform all the students…..
	  All the students are informed.....
5.  You must include details such as …….
	  What/when/why/where/for whom is the programme…
	 	Date of registration, last date....
6. The final sentence can be…
	 	For further information, details contact…..
 	For further details contact………
 	Contact the undersigned person….
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5.  
Ans                                        Bus Stop

1. The picture shows a crowded bus stop.
2. There are students and office-goers.
3. But none of the commuters seems to obey the traffic rules. 
4. A disciplined civic sense is a formula for safety on the 

road.
5. With it, we can avoid accidents.

6.  
Ans                               Birthday Party

1. The picture shows a birthday party.
2. It must be the first birthday of a girl.
3. Her parents and grandparents are there.
4. A colourful cake has been ordered.
5. The hall is decorated well.



Q. No. 43 : Note Making (or) Summary Writing

GOVT. MODEL QUESTIONS - 2019

43. Make notes or write a summary of the following passage.
 There are many different kinds of books that are published each year. These are the new titles available 

for us to read. Besides these, there are books that have been published through the years. Together, there 
are millions of books available throughout the world in as many languages as are spoken by people. 
There are different genres in which books are published. There are fiction and non-fiction categories 
in books, and each of these categories has many different genres of books. The academic books we 
study at school belong to the text book category. We study them to complete our syllabus and pass the 
examinations at the end of each academic session. There are other books that we read for our pleasure 
and enrichment. We read story books of different types. There are comedy, horror, detective and thriller 
stories in prose, plays and poetry forms. Books are our best friends.
Ans  Note Making :

Different kinds of books
1. Books
 a) different kinds 
 b) new titles
 c) millions of books throughout the world
 d) in many languages
2. Different genres
 a) fiction
 b) non-fiction
3. Academic books
 a) textbook category
  i)  to complete the syllabus
  ii)  to pass the exams
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the gathering. Our Headmaster addressed the gathering with an inspirational speech and 
guidance. After his speech, he inaugurated the English Literary Association. A skit was enacted 
by the students of X Std and elocution on the, Importance of Education, was given by R. Ranjini 
of X Std ‘A’. The programme ended with the vote of thanks by the Asst. School Pupil Leader,  
R. Bharath, of X Std.



(ii) Drafting a Speech
(Textbook Page No. : 39, 40, 135)

How to Write a Good Speech :

1.  Have an inspiring OPENING and ENDING. 2. Appropriate(suitable)TONE of VOICE. (e.g.) sincere for a 
serious issue, humour for comedy etc. 

2.  Adapt speech for PURPOSE and AUDIENCE. (e.g.) teenagers, mixed audience, teachers, children etc.
3.  Organise IDEAS logically and do not confuse the audience.
4.  Use EMOTIVE language to CONVINCE your audience that what you are saying should be listened to. 

(e.g.) Even if they put us in chains, torture us and leave us to bleed we will not move. Blood will be our 
victory! 

5.  Use RHETORICAL QUESTIONS – asking a question for persuasive effect with out expecting a play 
(because the answer is obvious) Eg: Was he not a good man? (knowing that the audience agree anyway) 

6.  Make sure you are writing in the CORRECT PERSON
 (e.g.) I believe that … I knew him well …
7.  Use interesting facts and figures (e.g.) 200000 people… with diagrams or charts to help your audience 

visualize it.

PUBLIC SPEAKING SKILLS :

Public speaking involves communicating information before a large audience. In public speaking, the 
information is purposeful and meant to inform, influence or entertain a group of listeners.

A FEW STARTERS FOR WELCOME ADDRESS
	 It is our pleasure to introduce our chief guest as the speaker for this evening. We cannot think of a person 

more qualified than our guest to address the audience.
	 Young minds are like sponges and they are looking for the right input to soak it in. We cannot think of a 

person more suited to this than our guest of honour to whom we extend a warm and hearty welcome.
	 It’s my pride and privilege to introduce our chief guest Mr/Mrs. (or) Thiru/Thirumathi who is very well 

known to you because of his service to mankind in the field of education.

A FEW STARTERS FOR VOTE OF THANKS
	 Respected Chief guest, Principal , teachers, students, ladies, and gentlemen, good evening. It is my honour 

and privilege to propose the vote of thanks to this august gathering. I would like to thank Principal madam 
for giving me this opportunity. 

	 Today my words are not enough to express my gratitude. On behalf of the organizing committee and our 
school, I would like to thank our Chief Guest for the day, Mrs./Mr./Th iru/Th irumathi, who graced the 
occasion with his/her presence and guidance.

	 We are grateful to all the parents present here, your encouragement has helped us to organise such 
important events.
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Part - IV

Q. No. 46 & 47 8 Mark Questions 2 × 8 = 16

There are 2 questions in this Part - IV. 
These are "either ........ or" Type Questions. 
46 : Supplementary Units - Developing Hints. (1 out of 2) 1 × 8 = 8
47 (i) : General Comprehension 4 × 2 = 8

(OR)
47 (ii) : General Poem Comprehension

Q. No. 46 : Developing Hints (1 out of 2)

 This question No. 46 pertains to Supplementary lessons. Hints will be given and you have to write the 
summary of the story. 

GOVT. MODEL QUESTIONS - 2019

46. Write a paragraph of about 150 words by developing the following hints.

a.  Many years ago - China - the emperor ordered - one man from - family - join army - Mulan heard 
- told father - she join army - father objected - she is a girl - Mulan - wore - fathers robes cuts her 
hair - convinced father - she has learnt - Kung fu - no one will find - she is a girl. Mulan left - village - 
fought bravely - war - given top - position - very soon - fever swept - the army - Mulan - sick - doctor 
examines - finds the truth - spreads the news in the army - everyone objects - to follow a girl leader 
- Mulan stood tall - gave command - soldiers - followed her - attacked enemies - won the battle - 
Emperor glad - offered Mulan positions - court - Mulan refused - went back - village - royal - gifts.

(OR)

b.  Holland - land - below sea level - dikes protected the country - every one did best to - protect - 
Holland - Years ago - little - boy Peter - lived Holland - His father - attended - dyke gates - opened 
- closed dykes - one day - Peter mother - gave cakes to Peter - to be given - old blind friend of Peter - 
across the dyke - Peter happily left home - Peter visited - old man - returned near by the dyke - heard 
- water trickling - stopped to see - small hole - dyke - called for help - in vain - he put his little - finger 
- throughtout the night - slept near the dyke - morning - found by passer by - alerted the people - 
Peter and Holland - saved. 

For Answers and more questions and answers refer to the 
Supplementary Sections Unit 1 to 7
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     GOVERNMENT EXAM QUESTIONSGEQ

1. Read the following poem and answer the questions given below :
Ants in pairs  (QY. 19)

When the ants go out
to search for food
they like to march in pairs.
Its dangerous work
with heavy loads
and each one does a share.
They march in twos
in long, straight lines,
They look for crumbs and scraps.

QUESTIONS : Ans

a) How do the ants march and where do 
they go?

b) What sort of a work the ants undergo?
c) What are they looking for?
d) What does the poem express about the 

ant?

a) The ants march in pairs. They go out to search for food.
b)  The ants undergo dangerous work.
c) They are looking for crumbs and scraps.
d)  The poem expresses the unity and discipline of ants in 

marching and their hard work in search of food.

2. Read the following poem and answer the questions given below : (HY. 19)

Butterfly, oh butterfly, why do you hide in the shadows?
Spread wide your wings, let your heart sing
And come dance win me in the meadow.

Butterfly, oh butterfly, why do you fear?
You'll never stray, I'll lead the way
Just follow the path, I'll be near

Butterfly, oh butterfly, have you no hope?
Drink of the sun, our life's just begun
Thro time's hills and valleys we'll lope

Butterfly, oh butterfly, dare you to dream?
On our hearts we depend, shall we follow the wind
And consign to the fates grander scheme?

QUESTIONS : Ans

a) What does the poet want the butterfly to do?
b) How is the poet willing to help the butterfly?
c) Where to they want to go?
d) Where have you seen a butterfly? Describe 

it.

a) The poet wants the butterfly to spread wide its 
wings and dance with the poet in the meadow.

b)  The poet is willing to help the butterfly by 
leading the way.

c) They want to go to the hills and valleys.
d)  I have seen a butterfly in a garden. It has brightly 

coloured wings.
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COMMON HALF-YEARLY EXAMINATION - DEC. 2019
ENGLISH

Time Allowed : 3.00 Hours]                        [Maximum Marks : 100

Instructions : 
 1.    Check the question paper for fairness of printing. If there is any lack of fairness, inform the  

Hall Supervisor immediately.
 2. Use Blue or Black ink to write and underline.

Part - I
Note : (i) Answer all the questions. 14 × 1 = 14 

 (ii) Choose the most suitable answer and write the code with corresponding answer.
Choose the appropriate synonym for the 
italicised words.

1. They continue to grapple with the challenges.
a) confuse b) fight
c) cry d) grumble

2. Scraping his beak now and again to whet it. 
a) wet b) blunt
c) sharpen d) crack

3. I saw a frail man.
a) strong b) week
c) happy d) weak

Choose the appropriate antonym for the 
italicised words.

4. 'Nothing' he said gruffly. 
a) sadly b) happily
c) angrily d) partly

5. A project was undertaken in consonance with 
the National policy. 
a) concern b) agreement
c) disagreement d) confidence

6. The spoilt child of affluent parents.
a) happy b) healthy
c) wealthy d) poor

7. Choose the correct plural form of loaf from the 
following.
a) loafs b) loaf
c) loaves d) loave

8. Form a derivative by adding the right suffix to 
the word comfort.
a) ise b) ory c) ation d) ably

9. Choose the correct expansion of the abbreviation 
GPS.
a) Grand Positioning System
b) Global Patrolling System
c) Global Positioning System
d) Global Positioning Standard

10. Complete the following sentence with the most 
appropriate idiom given below. 

 She was extremely happy. 
a) sharp as a tack
b) on the ball
c) once in a blue moon
d) over the moon

11. Choose the suitable option to pair it with the 
word 'green' to form a compound word. 
a) colour b) house
c) ribbon d) tape

12. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate 
preposition given below :

 All _______ once the church clock struck twelve.
a) in b) on c) of d) at

13. Complete the following sentence using the most 
appropriate tense form of the verb given below :

 ______ paid our bill and ascertained the 
location, we got into the car.
a) Had b) Have been
c) Having d) Has
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